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JOSEPH BECKHAUS,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Joseph Beckhaus Carriage Factory, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
From Manufacturers of Pennsylvania, 1875.

First established in 1853 as Beckhaus,
Allgaier & Petry; Joseph Beckhaus, John Allgaier
and Nicholas Petry at 1204 Frankfort Avenue. In
1870 the name changed to Beckhaus and Allgaier. In
1873 the name appears as Joseph Beckhuas, No.
1204 Frankford Road, above Girard Avenue maker
of first class carriages: landaus, landaulets, drags,
victorias, coupes, coupelets, bretts, coupe rockaways,
clarences, barouches, and phaetons. City Directories.
Joseph Beckhaus, has just made quite an
addition to his factory, by adding about 60 feet,
which connects the Frankford avenue front with the
building on the west side of the lot, and he has also
raised the building on the west side two stories,
making it four stories high. Hub and New York
Coach-makers’ Magazine October 1872 page 170.

34 feet of area. The capital invested in this business
by the senior partner was the result of economies he
had made while working at his trade as a journeyman
in different cities, and was quite limited. The
business was, from the commencement, established
on a sound basis, and immediately began to assume
important proportions, the considerable amount of
$30,000 being reached in the first year’s sales. The
thorough knowledge of the business, and the careful
management of the proprietors, led to this unlookedfor success. They did not relax their exertions, and
were rewarded by seeing their trade gradually but
steadily developed, until it became one of the
principal carriage manufactories in the State. With
the increase of business, the premises were
correspondingly enlarged, until they reached their
present dimensions, covering a surface of 100 by 86
feet, while the average sales during the year have
expanded to a quarter of a million of dollars. The
partnership continued till 1869, when the senior
member of the firm retired, leaving his partner in
sole charge of the establishment, which, under his
able management, has constantly sustained its wellearned reputation for the quality and beauty of the

Beckhaus Carriage Works, Frankford road,
Philadelphia, were commenced, in 1853, by a
partnership formed between Joseph Beckhaus and
John Allain. They began operations by taking the site
of the present factory on a ground rent, and erecting
on it a small building, occupying no more than 63 by
1

Joseph Beckhaus, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
goods made there. This excellence of manufacture, development in the establishment of a company,
combining elegance with durability, has obtained for organized through his instrumentality, for the
this factory a large trade, not only throughout the building of carriages, under the name of Gould,
various States of the Union, but also in many foreign Reeves & Co. Success was obtained, but his interest
countries, where the superiority of the “Beckhaus in the concern not being adequate to his merits, he
carriages” is fully recognized and appreciated. It is, resolved to seek another field of operations, and, in
undoubtedly, the special feature to which may be 1853, removed to Philadelphia, which has by no
ascribed their capability of excelling most of their means proved ungrateful to her adopted citizen.
competitors. The vehicles built at these works Manufacturers of Pennsylvania, 1875 page 41-42.
comprise all descriptions, with the exception of
wagons and buggies. Manufactures of Pennsylvania, 1875.
Joseph Beckhaus was born on the Rhine, in
the Dukedom of Nassau, in 1811, his father being an
esteemed and prosperous farmer. According. to the
law of the country, he was sent to one of the national
schools, where he remained till the age of fourteen,
when he was apprenticed to a blacksmith, with
whom, however, he served but one year and nine
months of his time. Following the German custom,
he now commenced to travel, working at his trade in
the different towns he came to, and in this manner
successively traveling through Germany, France,
Switzerland and Russia, acquiring that full and
thorough experience in his work which proved so
eminently useful to him in after life. In the year 1838,
his reputation gained for him the: important and
lucrative appointment of Superintendent of the
Royal Coach Factory, at Munich, Bavaria. He
retained this position for ten years, laying in a store
of knowledge in those finer mechanical arts, used in
European carriage building, which gave him
advantages not usually possessed, and proved of
inestimable advantage to him in the future. Being
desirous of working his own way to fortune, he
resolved to emigrate to the United States, where he
arrived, with very little money, in February, 1849.
By the aid of an interpreter and the use of proper
diligence, he soon obtained employment, at Harlem,
with a manufacturer named Adams; but his
remuneration was very small, his wages not being
more than one dollar per day, or about five dollars aday less than that he received at Munich. This being
unsatisfactory, he endeavored to better his
condition; and succeeded in finding work at
Bridgeport, Connecticut; with the firm of Burr &
Haigut, where he began to work on piece work,
finding that system much more advantageous in a
pecuniary sense. Here his talents had fair scope, and
his spirit of enterprise found an opportunity for its
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be able to use this design.
The following are the principal dimensions:
Width of seat, to take 44-inch bows.
Width of body on top, 33 inches.
Bevel of sides, 1 3/8 inches.
Wheels, 3 feet 10 inches x 4 feet.
Hubs, 3 7/8 x 6 5/8 inches.
Spokes, 1 inch.
Rims, 1 1/8 x 1 inch.
Axles, 1 inch.
Springs, 4 plates, 1 3/8 inches.
Fifth-wheel, 14 inches diameter.
Painting : carriage-part, dark green, striped with one
broad line of emerald green, centered with tine line
of white.
Trimming: green cloth.
Mountings: gold.

WERTSCH PIANO-BOX TOP WAGON.
Hub May 1874 pages 48-49.
The design, by Mr. G. Wertsch, foreman
body-maker with Joseph Beckhaus, Philadelphia, is
a variation from the usual piano-box style. In the
latter, the seat-riser rests on the top-line of the box, or
sometimes is connected with the latter by a light
Stanhope-pillar or a molding. In this pattern, the
seat-riser is formed by the lines of the body itself,
which is, for this end, heightened in an angular shape
under the seat. A light molding goes all around the
box, and that part of the latter which is above the
molding is sunk to the depth of 3/8 inch. The effect
of this finish is tasteful, and it has, moreover, the of
being an easy change from the ordinary style. Some
carriage-makers can not sell the plain patterns
preferred in cities, and the difficulty often arises,
how to alter them without encumbering the sides
with moldings or striping. We believe that many will
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ONE-MAN PIANO-BOX BUGGY, HUNG ON
FOUR ELLIPTIC SPRINGS.
Hub May 1876 pages 52-53.
As far as we know, the idea of hanging
buggies on four elliptic springs was first originated
by Mr. G. Wertsch, of Philadelphia, who has
prepared the accompanying drawing for us. We
understand that a buggy of this kind is used by
Joseph Beckhaus, carriage-builder, of Philadelphia,
for whom Mr. Wertsch was lately foreman, and that
it has done excellent service and given perfect
satisfaction. Mr. Wertsch says of this mode of
suspension: “I consider this way of hanging buggies
on four elliptic springs to give a most easy-riding
vehicle, and one that will work and wear well, and I
think the idea is well worth a trial by some of your
readers. The main point to look after is to get the
springs of the right degree of stiffness, neither too
light nor too heavy, and neither too hard nor too
weak. I should make them 16 and 18 inches long, 1
inch wide, and 2 leaves about 1/8 inch thickness

each, to open not more than 4 or 4½ inches. On a oneman wagon, the cross-bar of the shafts should be put
2 inches further ahead than commonly, to prevent the
horse from interfering with the springs.
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FIVE-GLASS LANDAU WITH CURVED SWEEP.
Hub April 1876 pages 8-9.
The accompanying very tasteful design of a five-glass landau,
with curved sweep and curved finish throughout, was furnished us by
Mr. G. Wertsch, of Philadelphia, lately foreman body-maker and
draftsman in Joseph Beckhaus’ carriage-shop, and now with W. S.
Hare, of Philadelphia.
Mr. Wertsch has sent us the following
description of this job. Referring first to the side elevation drawn in halfinch scale, he says:
“Although there may seem to be nothing positively new about
this drawing at first sight (perhaps there is nothing positively new in the
world), I would call your attention to the shortness and lightness of the
body, and to the general grace in the combination of all the lines, which
is not so easy to produce after all. For particulars as to the construction
of the body, I would refer to the working draft accompanying, of which
I will now add a brief description.
“This cant or working draft is made as exactly as is possible in
the ¾-inch scale, and every body-maker of experience will, I have no
doubt, easily understand it ; I therefore will not annoy your readers by
explaining how to draw line a or b, but I will only explain the new
features about this body. These consist, first, in lodging the two front and
the two side frames in the neck, where a case or box is prepared to receive
them; and, second, in the arrangement of the front of the top. The two
front frames are of the same height as the side ones, and are made to slide,
and thus they can be made larger than those made for dropping down;
this plan also leaves more room in the body. The groove at the top of the
frames has to be made ¾-inch deep, to allow of taking them out and
putting them in the neck from the inside of the body. The back of the
front-seat is hinged at the bottom, and fixed with a lock at the top, the
same as with the Lohner System. I believe it to be easier to lodge the
frames in this way than to slide the side frames through the front: doorpillar, and lodge them in the doors ; not to speak of the fearfully thick
pillars, which then have to be made in the latter case The front corner
pillars are very light, say about 1¾ inches wide at the front, and they are
folded one upon the other, in a manner similar to Wood’s patent doorfixtures ; they are connected with the top by means of a small catch-lock

with a knob. The top is broken in two places; the two front bows are fixed
together by two hinges, screwed flatways on the bows (see half-side
view), in such a manner as to allow the two end parts of the top to come
close together; the leather will have to be cut through from the sides to
the hinge, and a drop-molding, the same as in the center of the door, will
cover the joint, which has a beveled rabbet, to prevent any drop of water
from getting inside. The Lohner System is perhaps the simplest method
by which to open and close a top, but such a short boot as is here
represented could then never be obtained; it is also very hard in the
Lohner System to get the side frames perfectly water-tight .
“A body built on the above system should not weigh more than 360 lbs.
when turned out of the body-shop”`
“I would add that a great many, and among them some of the
leading carriage-makers, are now making their work very heavy, which
they consider to be the latest style ; but I would respect
fully protest here against this unfortunate fashion ; the latest Parisian
drawings show that, in the old country, they are trying now to attain what
Americans attained ten years ago-namely, the minimum of lightness
with the maximum of strength. I am very curious to know how American
and foreign ideas of lightness will compare at the Centennial. G.
Wertsch.”
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Plate No. XXIV. LANDAULET (three-quarter size).
Carriage Monthly July 1876.
At the right, after entering at the principal entrance
to the Carriage Building, is the exhibits of J. Beckhaus,
consisting of three carriages: a landau, Victoria phaeton and
landanlet, all in charge of Mr. Harry Fow, who will explain
to all visitors the improvements on the carriages. We give in
this plate the landaulet, having several points of interest to
the trade, in that the whole top is so made that it can be
carried in the carriage when lowered. The front part is
angular, with stationary glass on the sides, and drop glass in
the center. When the top is desired to be lowered, the front
glass is dropped in the berth back of the trimming; the top is
then unlocked at the front, and the bead folded over; then the
back is folded down, and the side of the angular front is
removed and placed in the boot under the driver’s seat. No
joints are used in the top, the front supporting the top in
position, holding it firm and steady, combining as a whole a
very desirable carriage, and a great improvement over the
old style of landaulets.
The general outlines o£ the body are the same as in
use at present, having the English quarters and swept lines
for the boot. The carriage is very neatly finished throughout,
reflecting credit upon the builder.

Dimensions.—Width of body at hinge pillar: 51
inches; at lock pillar: 46½ inches; back, at arm rail: 43½
inches; front: 34 inches. Boot: 32 inches. Turn-under: 4
inches. Wheels 8 feet 2 inches, and 3 feet 10 inches.
Hubs 5½ by 7½ inches. Spokes: 1½ inches.
Tire: 1
3/8 by 3/8 inch. Axles: 1½-inch, Collinge pattern. Springs:
1½-inch steel, 5 plates, 87 inches long. Fifth-wheels: 26
inches diameter.
Painting.—Body : panels, lake. Moldings and
quarters: black. Carriage-part: lake, striped broad line black.
Trimming.—Body: figured brown satin; broad
lace for facing. The lace has black ground, with brown satin
stripe, and light brown chain figure. The child’s seat folds
under the trimming.
Mountings.--Inside : card box, pull-too handles,
&c., black ivory. Handles and axle nuts gold.
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Plate No. 71. BECKHAUS’S THREE-Q
UARTER LANDAULET.
Exhibited by Joseph Beckhaus, of Philadelphia.
Hub September 1876 page 213.
The outlines of this landaulet of Mr.
Beckhaus’s are graceful, and there are several new
features in its construction which deserve the
attention of carriage-builders. The entire roof throws
back in one piece, falling nearly flat, and folding but
once, which is thus accomplished. The center glass
in front drops into a berth in the rear of the trimming,
while the front side glasses are removed and
deposited in a box under the driver’s-seat, this box
being entered by throwing forward the seat-board of
the dickey-seat, which is hinge thereto. The top is
then unlocked at the front, folded, and dropped. No
joints are used in connection with the head. The
framework of the front being sufficient to support
the top, and hold it firmly in position.

Dimensions.--Width of body at hinge-pillar,
51 inches ; at lock-pillar, 4½ inches; back, at armrail, 43½ inches ; front, 34 inches. Boot, 32 inches.
Turn-under, 4 inches. Wheels, 3 feet 2 inches, and 3
feet 10 inches. Hubs, 5½ by 7½ inches. Spokes, 1½
inch. Tire, 1 3/8 by 3/8 inch.
Axles, 1½ inch, Collinge pattern. Springs, 1½ inch
steel, 5 plates, 37 inches long.Fifth-wheel, 26 inches
diameter.
Painting.--Body, dark lake. Moldings and
upper quarters, black ; carriage-part, dark lake, with
one f inch stripe of black.
Trimming.—Brown satin, with leaf figure,
and broad-lace facings, having black ground, with
brown satin stripe, and light brown chain figure. The
child’s-scat folds under the trimming.
Mountings.—Inside : card-box, pull-to
handles, etc., black ivory ; handles and axle-nuts.
gold. A speaking-tube and bell afford means of
communicating with the driver.
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BECKHAUS’S PHAETON WITH SKELETON DRIVING-SEA T.
Exhibited by Joseph Beckhaus, of Philadelphia.
Hub November 1876 pages 290 and 295.
This cut shows one of the four carriages
exhibited by Mr. Joseph Beckhaus, of Philadelphia,
being a phaeton with skeleton driving-seat, which
can be removed when it is desired to drive from the
inside. The outlines of the body and iron-work are
angular. The body has very shallow sides, 7 inches in
depth, and very deep rocker, 2½ inches, and the
driver’s-seat is so elevated that it gives the carriage
the appearance of being very much contracted in
length and closely coupled.
Dimensions.--The principal dimensions are
as follow: Width of body, over all, 45 inches.
Wheels, 2 feet 10 inches by 3 feet 8 inches. Hubs, 4
3/8 by 7 inches. Spokes, 1 1/8 inch. Rims, 1¼ inch
deep. Tires,1 inch. Axles, 1 1/8 inch.Springs, 4
plates, 1 ¼ inch.

Smithing.—The carriage-part has elliptic
springs, half-oval iron loops, half fifth-wheel, and
iron futchels. The front gearing is made all of iron,
and is fitted to drive with either one or two horses.
Painting.--Body, dark green, with moldings
and rockers black. Carriage-part, dark green, broadstriped with black, edged with fine lines of peagreen.
Trimming.--Leather, in “ couleur de cuir” (or
leather color), and carpets to match. The top is lined
with figured reps. The dash has rail all around, and
the side-rails are bent forward half an inch. Straight
joints to top. Mountings, gold.
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Plate No. 3. SQUARE-BOX WAGON.
Hub April 1880 pages 12-13.
In this design is represented a somewhat
novel style of panel molding, forming a diamond in
the center, which was designed and first introduced
by Mr. G. Wertsch, of Philadelphia. We have
repeatedly pointed out the difficulty of creating
anything absolutely new in the line of square-box
wagons, and explained that it is only in trifles that
they can be changed. In this instance the small pillar
on the front of the seat, which is of a peculiar shape,
and the molding above mentioned, form the only
new features.
Dimensions.—Width of body, 22 in. Turnunder, ½ in. Width of seat on top, 33½ in. Wheels, 3
ft. 9 in. and 3 ft. 11 in. Hubs, 3½ x 6 in. Spokes, 1 in.
Rims, ¾ x 1 in. Tire, 1 3/16 x 5/32 in. Axles, ¾ in.
Painting.—Body, black, without striping.
Gearing, dark green, striped with double fine lines of
black.
Trimming.—Dark green cloth. Mountings, gold.
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